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STAFF ANALYSIS AND PROPOSED FINDINGS OF FACT REGARDING 
ALLEGIANCE STEAM ACADEMY- FONTANA CHARTER PETITION 

MARCH 22, 2022 

 

PROCEDURAL STATUS 

Fontana Unified School District (“FUSD”) received a charter petition (“Petition” or “Charter”), from 
Allegiance Steam Academy-Fontana (“ASA” or “Charter School”) on November 19, 2021, requesting 
approval of ASA for a term of July 1, 2022, through July 20, 2027.  FUSD’s Board of Education’s 
(“Board”) consideration and action on the Charter is governed by the standards, criteria, and procedures 
set forth in Education Code Section 47605.   

On February 16, 2022, the Board held a public hearing on the ASA Charter, consistent with the 
requirement to do so within 60 days of receipt of the charter petition.  Per Education Code Section 47605, 
the Board has 90 days from receipt of the Petition to act, which may be extended by mutual agreement.  
The parties mutually agreed to have the Board take action on the petition on April 6, 2022. 

The complete Charter that the Board is acting on is attached to the agenda and is also available for review 
at: https://www.fusd.net/Page/9778. 

CRITERIA FOR APPROVAL OF A CHARTER PETITION 

The standards and requirements for consideration and action on a charter school petition are set forth in 
Education Code Section 47605.  

I. The board must hold a public hearing on the provisions of the charter at which it considers 
the level of support for the charter by teachers, parents/guardians.  (Ed. Code § 47605).) 

II. The governing board of the school district shall grant a charter for the operation of a school 
if it is satisfied that granting the charter is consistent with sound educational practice and 
with the interests of the community in which the school is proposing to locate. The 
governing board of the school district shall consider the academic needs of the pupils the 
school proposes to serve. The governing board of the school district shall not deny a 
petition for the establishment of a charter school unless it makes written factual findings, 
specific to the particular petition, setting forth specific facts to support one or more of the 
following findings:  

1. The charter school presents an unsound educational program for the pupils to be 
enrolled in the charter school. 

2. The petitioners are demonstrably unlikely to successfully implement the program 
set forth in the petition. 

3. The petition does not contain the number of signatures required by Education Code 
Section 47605.6(a). 

https://www.fusd.net/Page/9778
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4. The petition does not contain an affirmation of each of the conditions described in 
Education Code Section 47605.6 (d). 

5. The petition does not contain reasonably comprehensive descriptions of all the 
required elements. 

6. A declaration of whether or not the charter school shall be deemed the exclusive 
public school employer of the employees of the charter school for purposes of the 
Educational Employees Relations Act (EERA). 

7. The charter school is demonstrably unlikely to serve the interests of the entire 
community in which the school is proposing to locate. Analysis of this finding shall 
include consideration of the fiscal impact of the proposed charter school. A written 
factual finding under this paragraph shall detail specific facts and circumstances 
that analyze and consider the following factors: 

(a) The extent to which the proposed charter school would substantially 
undermine existing services, academic offerings, or programmatic 
offerings. 

(b) Whether the proposed charter school would duplicate a program currently 
offered within the school district and the existing program has sufficient 
capacity for the pupils proposed to be served within reasonable proximity 
to where the charter school intends to locate. 

8. The school district is not positioned to absorb the fiscal impact of the propose 
charter school. A school district satisfies this paragraph if it has a qualified interim 
certification pursuant to Section 42131 and the county superintendent of schools, 
in consultation with the County Office Fiscal Crisis and Management Assistance 
Team, certifies that approving the charter school would result in the school district 
having a negative interim certification pursuant to Section 42131, has a negative 
interim certification pursuant to Section 42131, or is under state receivership. 
Charter schools proposed in a school district satisfying one of these conditions shall 
be subject to a rebuttable presumption of denial. 

III. The board is to require charter petitioner(s) to provide information regarding the proposed 
operation and potential effects of the proposed school, including but not limited to: 

• The facilities to be used by the school. 
• The manner in which administrative services of the school are to be operated. 
• Potential civil liability effects, if any, upon the school, any school district where 

the charter school may operate and upon the county board of education.  
• Financial statements that include a first-year operational budget, including startup 

costs, and cash flow and financial projections for the first three years of operation. 
• The names and relevant qualifications of all persons whom the petitioner 

nominates to serve on the charter school nonprofit corporation’s board of trustees. 

REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATION REGARDING ASA CHARTER PETITION 
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FUSD staff and legal counsel reviewed the Charter using the criteria established in California Education 
Code 47605, described above. FUSD staff determined that the materially revised ASA charter petition 
submitted on March 22, 2022, meets the standards outlined in Education Code section 47605 and includes 
a reasonably comprehensive description of the requirements. It is FUSD Staff’s recommendation that the 
ASA Charter be approved because it does satisfy the required standards and findings and that the Board 
adopts Board Resolution No. 22-10 approving the Charter for the ASA Charter School.   
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